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Well, spring has sprung, and
I think we are all looking forward to an amazing summer
of ministry and increasing
community engagement.
The last ministry quarter has seen incredible faithfulness of God and creativity and service from his Bride at Sunshine. I continue to be floored and humbled by all this congregation is willing to risk and try in service of the gospel
and our mission!
This summer, it will be tempting to check out a little bit. We all need some
time to get outdoors, relax, and remember that the world is good. Without
skipping such things, though, we can still be intentional about: a) making positive outreach connections as we play and rest, and b) charging up our batteries and courage for the Fall ministry kickoff.
I know we have all been through a strange year, but the fields are white unto
harvest here on the North End of town. You can bring the news of salvation
and the warmth of real, courageous friendship to people in need, just by
showing up, being yourself, and sharing your whole, hope-filled self. I can’t
wait to see all that God is going to do as we continue our experimentation
and outreach in this neighborhood!
Sincerely,
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ADULT MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
the idea of new life means a lot more to us! This year, as
people are coming out of their houses, more than ever
they are wondering what people have been up to. There is
a very natural curiosity about others right now. We are all
in need of a little community!
As a church, we need to take advantage of that desire for
new life experienced in the context of personal community. So, this spring and summer, let’s do a couple of things
together:
1) let’s look to develop some new relationships, whether
by connecting with new neighbors on our street or by being
involved in outreach events and experiments at church.
People need to experience the life-giving grace of Jesus
Christ, and they are open and curious about it after the
struggles we have endured in the past season.

It’s springtime!
Believe it or not, that statement is true! Seems like we’ve
had a long go of “winter” with the pandemic and all, but
also a long, cold, and frosty spring! But it’s springtime,
time for new life, and time for new growth!

2) Let’s ask together how we can grow together as a
church family, as well. Let’s think and pray about ways
that we can grow in God‘s Word together and then inspire
and encourage each other as we live out our faith.

- Pastor Cody

This year, probably more than any other in recent history,

PRAYER FOCUS
Are you remembering to thank God for the
people you pray for?
We give thanks to
God always for all of
you, mentioning you in
our prayers.
~Thess 1:2

One way we participate in
God’s saving work is through
the power of prayer.
Join our Outreach Focused Prayer team, led
by David Balk, on Sunday Mornings at 9am in
the prayer room.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
Sunshine Community Church’s Youth
Ministries department wrapped up a fun
spring on May 16th.
This truly has been a great blessing of a spring, especially because we’ve been
able to meet frequently in person.
The middle school youth group has continued their study of the great biblical truths, focusing on the work of the Holy Spirit.
We’ve enjoyed some great snacks and have done everything from making balloon animals to building derby cars.
The high school youth group studied misunderstood Bible verses this spring. Two verses that we looked at were Jeremiah 29:11
and Psalm 46:10. It was an engaging and challenging study of God’s Word. We had a great jeopardy evening and finished up the
year with a fun night and a Sundae Bar.
There are some great events planned for the summer, for both High School and Middle
School. Please feel free to contact Pastor Ben Gandy for more information or to get connected!
- Pastor Ben

Blossoms, buds and BINGO!
Spring is a special time of year, when we anticipate what is to come. Children’s Ministry has been operating in an
adaptable way over the last year. Thankfully, we’ve been able to get some family events planned on the horizon.
I’m thrilled to be a member of the team helping to organize fun happenings for the kids. Our families have been on
a merry-go-round with school procedures all year, so now it’s time for them to cut loose! With the recent success of
our Pinewood Derby event, and an upcoming family movie night, it’s a fun time to be a kid!
Since the children are sitting with their parents during service, we’ve been putting out clipboards with activity pages
for them to take. Let’s all thank Mrs. Margo Yakes for the fabulous idea of Sunday School Bingo! We created bingo
sheets for the kids to mark off squares like, “See a pastor in a blue shirt” or “Write the name of the person doing The
Blaze.” The challenge was to see how many bingos the kids could get!
Please begin praying about helping us restart our programs this fall! As the summer goes on, you will be hearing more
from me about ways to get trained and ready for the rebirth of our programs!
- Ashleigh
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+ STAFF BIO
BEN GANDY
Ben Gandy, our Pastor of Youth &
Worship, has been married to his
lovely wife, Lindsay, for 11 years.
They just had their first child, Jude!
Just last year, they moved here to
the North End of Grand Rapids and
they love living in this community,
closer to church. They enjoy spending
time with their two Australian Shepherds, Hatch and Winston. Ben and Lindsay have been members at
Sunshine for two years. When they are not at church, you might find
Ben casting with his fly rod to present a fly to rising trout, or perhaps speeding along on his bicycle or motorcycle. Ben readily says
that he receives more blessings serving here at Sunshine than he
ever provides for others. His favourite (pardon the British spelling)
Bible verses are Provers 3:1-12. Ben is always willing to meet with
others for coffee or for a dog walk!

+ MEMBER BIO
BONNIE SPAANSTRA
Bonnie and her husband, Bruce, have
been married for 38 years and have attended Sunshine for 37 of them! Together,
they have two adult daughters, Amanda
& Katelyn. They live on 5 acres of land
and enjoy caring for their horse and pony.
Bonnie is a RN and enjoyed teaching biology and health to high school students for
many years before retiring last summer.
She is now a devoted caregiver to Bruce and to her 93-year-old mother. In her spare time, she enjoys crafting and making lavish handmade
soaps and lip balms. She says, “Making soaps is a mixture of art and
science, and that’s why I love it!” Bonnie sells her products, but also
donates a lot of them, including gifting hundreds of soaps to Sunshine’s
Father Daughter Dance several years in a row. She finds that donating
gives her a purpose and energy to keep going!

UPCOMING EVENTS
& OPPORTUNITIES
We have some exciting outreach experiments happening soon!
We hope you’ll take the time to learn more, participate, and
invite friends. As always, we’re asking for prayer for these
events. Specifically, please pray that we might be a blessing to
neighbors in our community and effectively show the love of
Christ for others within our sphere of influence.

Outreach Prayer Team
One way we participate in God’s saving work is through the
power of prayer. So, this spring, we’ll be forming a special
group to concentrate on just that. To be a part of this outreach-focused prayer team, or for more information, contact
David Balk or email info@sunshinechurch.org.
Walking Club
They meet every Wednesday Night at 6:45 in the church parking
lot. All ages and paces are welcome!
Movie Night:
Everyone is welcome to join us on June 5th at 6:30pm for a
showing of Lego Batman on the big screen in our sanctuary.
Delicious, fresh popcorn is included!
Zoo Day
July 24th at 10am. We’ll see and learn about some amazing
animals right here in our church parking lot!

Worship &
Technical Arts
could use your
help!
Explore using your gifts in Sunday
morning worship. Opportunities include musicans, sound operators,
stage techs, media production, drama, etc.
- Ben Gandy
+ Contact bgandy@sunshinechurch.org

+ AT-HOME
WORSHIPPERS
Ann Gesink
Ruth Koster
Henrietta Billings

+ MILITARY
PERSONNEL
Eric Mast
Phillip Mast

Sarah Mast

MISSIONS HIGHLIGHTS
Pregnancy Resource Center | GRAND RAPIDS, MI
The Pregnancy Resource Center has been serving the Grand Rapids area since 1985.
Since then, nearly 5,000 decisions for life have been made. They help both
women and men by providing many services such as counseling, pregnancy
testing, ultrasounds, parenting classes and information about abortion and
adoption. They are part of a network of resource centers around the country
that provide services to over 2 million people each year. All services are free
or low cost. SCC members provide prayer support, volunteering, and donations.

Bev Visser | ATHENS, GREECE
Bev Visser serves with One Collective in Athens, Greece where she cares for a
local refugee community. Refugees in this camp come from many countries but
are predominately from Afghanistan. Bev serves with a team who provide care
for children and support, food, and other resources for mothers. Bev’s love for
the children shines through each day. Recently, in a park, she and her team set up 6 stations
at which they told the Easter story to children and adults. For most, it was the first time they
heard the good news about Jesus.

Ruth Veltkamp | WEST AFRICA
Ruth Veltkamp was a missionary in Nigeria for many years and now continues her active involvement in West Africa through her organization - Ambassadors of
Peace. Ruth provides mentoring and resources to train
and develop Christian leaders in Nigeria and other
countries. In recent months, Ruth has been able to see God at work
in amazing ways within the Muslim communities through the
courageous witness of believers there. Five men who had
been kidnappers heard the gospel message and responded
by giving their lives to Jesus. A professor at a prestigious Muslim university also heard the gospel message
and responded by giving up his position and becoming a follower of Jesus. It has cost him almost everything. Courageous men and women are boldly
proclaiming the gospel message in a region that
desperately needs hope!

“Therefore go and
make disciples of
all nations, baptizing
them in the name of
the Father and of
the Son and of the
Holy Spirit...”
~ Matthew 28:19
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Thank you

for letting us share.
Stay tuned for fresh Summer Highlights!

To get involved, visit our website www.sunshine.church and login to

